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Dr Mishra is heading the Statistical Division and Data Analytics Unit of DGFT, Department 
of Commerce and is driving the trade analytics and foreign trade intelligence through the 
management information system (MIS) and statistical activities for promotion, monitoring 
and evaluation of India’s foreign trade.  
 
After 1½ year post-graduate teaching experience in Statistics at Sambalpur University, Dr 
Mishra joined the Indian Statistical Service (ISS) in April 1993. Since then he has been 
working in progressively increasing roles and responsibilities, spanning across official 
statistics, monitoring and evaluation of development programmes, planning and policy issues 
in various Ministries/Departments of the Government of India. He worked as Capacity 
Development Advisor in United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Afghanistan. He 
played a significant role in setting up of the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 
under the aegis of Planning Commission in 2009. As Director (Rural Development) of the 
Planning Commission, he spearheaded the rural development programmes such as National 
Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) replacing Swarnjayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY), 
Special Projects on placement-linked Skill Development Programme, and National Social 
Assistance Programme (NSAP). While working as a Director (Planning and Coordination) in 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, he was instrumental in drafting the 
Ministr’s Vision 2030 document with a 7 years Strategy and 3 years Action Plan, aligned with 
the UN’s SDG Monitoring Framework. 
 
Dr Mishra graduated from Utkal University, Bhubaneswar in 1986 with First Class First in 
Statistics Honours and First Class First in Masters in Statistics with University Gold Medals 
for Best Graduate and Best Post Graduate. He holds an M. Phil degree in Statistics from the 
University of Delhi and Ph D degree in Statistics from Utkal University, Master’s degree in 
Human Resource Development (HRD) from the University of Manchester, U.K. and Master’s 
degree in Public Administration from the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National 
University of Singapore. He has 11 research and analytical papers published in national and 
international journals. His research interests include official statistics, monitoring and 
evaluation, foreign trade statistics, sampling design, data collection, analysis and 
dissemination, human resource management and development, public policy, poverty and 
rural development. 


